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USD CONFERS HONORARY DOCTOR OF LAWS 
UPON DR. JONAS SALK 
RELEASE AFTER 5 P.M., JUNE 1 
San Diego, California 
On recommendation of the Board of Trustees, the University of 
San Diego has conferred upon Dr. Jonas Edward Salk the degree of 
honorary Doctor of Laws. The conferrel took place at the USD 
commencement exercise, June 1, at the Civic Theatre in San Diego. 
Dr. Salk delivered the commencement address. His subject was 
"Freedom, Tolerance , and the Generous Spirit." 
Dr. Jonas Salk was born in New York City in 1914. He received 
his M.D. in 1939 from New York University College of Medicine. 
In 1942, Salk went to the University of Michigan, under a 
National Research Council Fellowship, to carry on intensive studies 
on the immunology of influenza viruses and immunization against 
influenza. 
In 194 7, he went to the University o f Pittsburgh and in 1954 
became the Chairman of the Department of Preventive Medicine. 
While at Pittsburgh, Dr. Salk was engaged in classifyin g the many 
strains of poliovirus, and made observations pointing the way 
toward the development of vaccine for paralytic polio. 
In recognition of this the state of Pennsylvania, in 1955, 
creat ed a newly endowed chair at the University of Pittsburgh, 
appointi ng Dr. Salk as the first Commonwealth Professor of Pre-
ventive Medicine. 
In 1963, the Salk Institute for Biological Studies in La Jolla 
was op·ened, and is today referred to as a leading center of 
scientific research. 
Dr . Salk, as Director and Resident Fellow of the Institute, 
is engaged in the overall work of the Inst itute, as well as con-
ducting re search programs i n his own laboratory. He has a lso 
authored two books, "Man Unfolding" and " The Survival of the Wisest". 
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